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—He rebuked Kings for their ſakes, 
Saying——Doe my Prophets no harme., 
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SLELILISLISSSLIS 

To the truely Noble, and 

publike-hearted PaTrIOT, Sik 

Witliam WaLLsE x,Knight, [1 

_ © "A Member of the Honourable 
Houſe of COMMONS, 


This Sermon,and the Au- 
'  thors Prayers. 


, 


Honoured Sir, | 
RH 4 T this plaine Sermon caſts - 
aasN /clfe, upon: your Patronage ; t 

) 9 | Ns if harHles;juſtly chellenyerh 
\& f at my hands, For, ( beſides that I 
am a debtor to your ſelfe mainly, . 
g- under God, for that ranke,whatſo- 
GER = ever it be (though of the /oweſ# 
Forme ) which I have had 'in the Schooles,, and now 
havein the Society of the Prophets; it is an obligation 
tome, that ſee you ( among your wany imployments 
of meerely publike importance fo cordially carefull of 
preſerving #nviolated this: Intereſt of Trlereſts, the 
maine Subject of theſe Meditations - _ | 
' Sir;\tis to me, and toall thofe whole glory 'tis indeed, 
(thoughit is now, jn ſome mouthes, grown a ame of 
Scorne )tobe old Diſciples,that 1s,tried $aints,a _— 

2 — on 


- — Wooo_s + LT — 


en. 


_— he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


——_— 


our God) atA/ [4 0n;Amndell. f and + heyptan) | x 
Gods fpeciall, 'never-to-be-forgotteh, gotjdne 


of praiſe to that good God that principles & proſpers 
you,to behold theevenneſs of your ſpirit eiyel, out 
in all conditions to the proſecution of publike Inte- 


reſts with the ſame height of: faithfulneſs 8 fervency. 


To inſfince 6nly in afew particulars; ſeeirigT know, 
ſuch a Diſconrſe,Cif enlarged as it might be) though 
it mightbe very welcome to all nnderſtanding, and 
well-affeFed Readcrs belidess yet,to you it won! xe- 
tſh if, whoſt{infome ſenſe? ſupererogatbry piecaof 
worthas ig, # bg willing is doeivell; withautbeing Her 
rous to be told of it..Si,wexerogmber how in the A2ar- 
tiall part of this Ages ijployment , (notwithſtanding 
continuall oppoſitions of the fir Magnitude, both at 
home and abroad,. the Lord blefled yout /z2all incor jo 
derable numbers of the worſt firniſhed, and leaſt paid 
ſouldiers ofany,with ſucceſſes, which the judgment of * 
the late zeares thought ſomewhat borderingon-mira- 
cles; that you werethe ki7gdomes W. _———_ 


Y 
: ado OUEN, BOYANEUE A 
principall meanes of its preſervation: that you cheer- 


> 

dS 2 
» 
% 


fully. obeyed thecall of the Howes, in a calme reſiqna- 


. tion, of your Forges and Command,and fate downe 6ye 


of-the chief Self-denying Members, withoutczprithlz- 


ting for pay , Or giving :any manner of exconragement 


to,or fomuch as accepting of the deſires of the ſowl- 
diery,ca{ie-enough-to havebeen induced to followex- 
ample,and-to mutiny for a diſpenſation of the continn= 
ance of your commurd,as the ſtirrings of many quieted 
by your wiſedome,and the wet eyes of more abundantly 


' drencht by their affeion, did largely teſtifie at your 
departure. And we hopeſhall remember to Godseter: 
nall praiſe,8& your perpetuall glory,that now in your 


meerely 


_ 
— 
—— 


pry 
— 
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meerely repreſentative Capacity you. keep 'ſteddy' to 
your Principles of Conſcience and Honour, voting and 
afting from an iz*pulſive within your owne' breaſ?, 

without thoſe Springs and Wires,andwerghts, that 

only Keep matiy mens motions regular; that in.theſe 

dayes great jijjtHes of ſeverally ingaged Parties, you re- 

tains ſt1]] the ſame nnbyaſſed;Covenantsſpirit, and do 

not promote with a-politiek compliance; ot at with a 
tunmltions precipitinicy the-defigfhes of 'Feſniticall in- 
rendiaries,whether'6f theline of Rowe;orof Munſter, 
who conty fan endeavourof ſettirig'a new fire'on 
three kingdomes,ere the 9/4 be fully extiaomſbed;tor 
no other exds(that T krivw) but that (like that'2on- 


flerNero) they'tmay-fing «3: 5nthe heat,gee; or 
Jo More new Tiehs ubtbie Pamge of ts. Wi ro t 
But aboveall,that which renders you moſt pretions 
in the eyes of all that hate'Babel, is; your ſetledand 
ronflanFaffedon to the Prophets of God: (now:'the 
fears ef this (as *.one well calls it)Chriſt=glutted,and 
Goſptl-glntred Age, arid trampled upon 07 all hands 
as the very off-ſcouring of all things) of which, you 
dayly give fuch amplezeſtimony,. that (Tdareafture 
you,) you havea largeſharein Prophets Prayers,and T1 


Mr. Shepherd 
In his Sound 
2 Beleever- 


hopewill one day have(( *according tothe promiſe) * Mat. 10: 4r- 


a liberal portion of the Prophets reward. 

And now, Sir, forthe-future,whatſoever diſccurage- 
zients you meet withall in the ſaxze-good way, remem- 
ber himz (I pray you) who endured the contradifion of 
fiuners.and yet grew.not weary of his worke, but car- 
ryedit on to perfeFio#in deſpight of all the powers of 
darkneſſe.Go you,and dolikewiſe: Tell the humorous 
world,that (although its experienced fickleneſſe gives 
you little reaſon to build much upon its conſtancy, 
yet) 


il - 
k ” 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


yet) you will add oze wozder more toits ſeven,to wit, 
that you are in this Lunatick age; the ſame man you were 
a yeare ſiece, And I hope, when England hath recove- 
red its wits againe, whenits Platonick yeare comes a- 
bout, and Errors Circle is run quitethrough, ſo that 
caſt Truthes, like ſuper-annuated faftions ſhall return, 
and become New-light again, (which I doubt not but 
it will bein time)it wil then ſee cauſe toacknowledge 
(to your honour,and theirs(who have with you) ob- 
tained grace tobekept faithflll) that thaſle who have 
ſtoodto their places and Principles 1 all this change, 
have done farbetter then thoſe faller Angels among 
us,who haveleft their Stations,and run the ring of o- 
pinions,and parties, 4olong, to return atlalt, to the 
Point from whencethey beguntheirzrregulan arot ion: 
' . Thaveonely one word more,and that concerns this 
homely pzece of mine. Sir, in this Dedication, I hope 
you wil look upon »»y defire to feſtifie to the world how 
far you have obliged m:zaad the maine motive that put 
me upon the thoughts of it ; and accordingly accept 
it. Yet I muſt acknowledgethat have withall a plot 
upon your 4, being perſwaded, that ( forits ſake 
in the fro:t of this Epiſtle) many tran{jent Readers 
may be pen an.ogs and 7ntreatedto read beyond 
theTitle-page , ſome of whom. might'elſe-perchance 
lay itby for aPamphlct, fickof the extravagancies of this 
Age,it being owned by ſo obſcure an Author as is, 
——— 


”» Y 


- Yours, andthe Churches weake, 
' but(to his power) faithfull Servant 
| In the Goſpel, 
S. FORD. 


TO 


ant 


To the Reader. 
=D Eader, though this ſecond Part bad not the honour to 
2 be fopublike from the Pulpit, as 'its elder-brother, 
=D the firſt, bad; yet the judgement 'and importunity of 

DN /ome well affefted to me, and the threatnings, and 
” miſ-reports of others diſ-affeted ro it and mee, 


have made it no -leſſe publike from the Preſie: © And yet ( as thou - 
maiſt perceive by my addreſſes in the Application) it Wes ſufficiently 
publique in the preaching too 3 there being as great a number of 'the © 


Kingdomes and Cities Worthies preſent, as any Congregation, that 
T know, in London, affords upon the Lords Day. T confefſe that I 
am one of the youngeſt- ſonnes of the Prophets, which I plead for 3 


and therefore T am. apt enough to acknowledge againſt my ſelfe, that . 
F believe, this ſubje& might bave been farre better handled by many ©. 
_— of my Fathers and brethren: But my plea muſt be that of 


Elihu, Fob 32. I waited, but they ſpake not,8c. verſe 16. and I 
could not be guilty of ſo much unrighteouſneſſe, as the detaining of (0 
neceſſary a truth, when God had put it in my heart, would have invol- 
ved me in. | | 

T have made ſome Alterations in Method, ant ſome Additions 
in Matter, ſince Tpreached it 3 in the former T have pleaſed my ſelfe; 
zn the latter, I have ſatisfied ( Thope) divers of my bearers,who im 
portuned that touch of controverſte in the Concluſion 3 in which , I 
thought it onely neceſſary, to fling a few pebbles of t:cceptions)at that 
Goltah of the 4nabaptiſts,ond rigid Separatifts, (their Argument 
for Separation drawne from our (falſely called Antichriſtian) Mini- 
ftery ) which, Tam confident, any diſ-engagelf Reader will ſay : bave 
(o farre entred its Brazen forehead , a5 to lay it flat ; and thouph it 
may ſtruggle for life in-fome after-cavills, ( which I expedt from = 

; - 


FY 


_—_—_ 
tt 


( like ſome Heathen Nobles , of whom Travellers report , that they 
are killed when their King dyes, to doe him ſervice in another world) 
to fall to ground, and be butied with tt: - © | 
T am( Tbleſſe God) prepared to receive the great and furious 
charges of being too bitter dgainſt,, . and: grieving the Saints:\The 
Father tel:s me, 'tis.n0 more than I muſt expe#.What wonderyſqith 
be, if when ſeek my Maſters. loſt ſheep, 1 am now' and then 
* Quid mirum, (cratched by the Briar-buſh:s of detrafting tongues 2 !. * And 
ſi cum——do pull Fil reſolve with that other Father,never to.hunt for thegood 
4:3: d;1z- Of being eſteemed milde,, wich ſp greataneevill,, as'the loſle 
AG inquiroy of truth «Þ -—_ AUST SS 9 4 D NNE AJ) ; bo BB 
ſpinoſarum lin- | 1 bope, 1 all ſtand the firſt charge: of theſe, 'under the ſoelter of 
guarum vepri- that Buckler, whieb the Apoſtle bands to me in the command,Rebuke 
bus !acoror! them ſharply,S&c. Titus.1, 13... Ee ET 
gs - o the laſt Tretarne thjs : That they do givera very weak evidence, 
> Ofre;S that theyare Saints, thatwillhegrieued ta beare the (Miniſterie, by 
zrenreVou x7! Which they were called to be Saints , vindicated. from the calumnies 
TS ALY i An” of ("tas to be feared, but ) pretended __. --.- BE 5 tp 
Ocias vorles  AndT1 muſt by the way tell them,that thus 95ge 3 that,T pray God, 
” MO, they bave no more to anſwer., for grieving. Prophets, ( a greater 
'S aan m3. Jinn ( Tam ſure) thoughleſſe taken notice of, ) then Thave,for grie- 
»gadv Ongevo» VIng Saints. | SETTLE 
vw. Nax-Orat: Butgif Saints will be grieved,when they are laſhed; who are cal- 
led Saints to the diſgrace of Saintſhip 3 I am not Maſter of their 
paſſions : and T am ſorry ſo ſlight and unconcerning, a Matter, will 
trouble them 3, and more ſorry they ſhould thereby bring themſelpes 
under the {a[pition,of being guilty. of that, which they cannot endure 
ſhould be touched: Foave nd more to Preface at this time, but that T 
am, V PE 


\ vid b, £ 2 it; ; \* 
.n. ' Thine,as faras becomes__ ... 
: - aGoſpel Prophet, .. :. + +... 
Sue} 5134 :.2 Se DOR Ps 
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THE 


GREAT INTEREST 
O-F 


STatEts and KinGDowes. 


PSAL. 105. 15. 
= And doe my Prophets no harme. 


HIS Palme ſeemes to be intended for an Excharifticel 
commemoration of Gods mercies to 1ſraet. 


Theſe mercies concerne 


Cx. Their Riſe; Cx. Gods Choyſe of them. v. 6, 7. 


(Originall mer- | 2.Gods Covenant wich the. v.$.9,10,11, 
cies) & theſe in? 3. Gods proteting Providence over 
| them. v. 12, 13, 14 15+ 


C1.Egypt from ©x. Gods Proviſion for 
the 15.tothe | them from v.15.to24 
2. Their Race; | 39-in which | 2. Gods _—_ and 
in the confide- { are ſpecified increaſing of them. 
ration whereofS V- 24 

they are againe | 2.J/jlderneſſe\ 3+ Gods Miraculous work- 


.ledinto from 39. v. ing out: enlargement to 
tothe 43. them, from v. 24. to 
| 3. Car aatts 39. And this mercy lo 


great, tis repeated a- 


C Ve 440450 : 
Y gaine, V. 43. 


Theſe words are apart of the third branch of the firſt Gene- 
rall, Ifraels Originall-mercyes. = the piece of Originall-mercy 


held 


mth, 


Yr ans 


2 The great TntereSt 


held forth in them, is cut out by the Hiſtoricall Narration of a 

ſpeciall prote&tion of Abrabam, Gen. 12. and 20. and Tjaae, 

Gen. 26. whither I muſt referre you, 

Parts of the In the whole verſe there is a double charge given by God 

Text. unto thoſe Kings, in whoſe power it lay, to injure the travel- 
ling Patriarchs. 

Touch them not. 

Harme them not. 

Theperſons concerning whom tis given are deſcribed by a 


double Characer _— 


Prophets. t 

* De more Except you may perhaps thinke the laſtof both exegeticall to 
Plaltes pofteri- the firlt, * Touch 103. i.e. Harme not, touch not unjuſtly 3 Mine 4- 
ori hemifti= nointed, 1.e. My Prophets; in which I ſhall not contend. 
chio explicat There isa ſufficient foundation to bearethe building which 
prins ; og I meaneto raiſe _ __ words ; Jo that the charge here gf= 

._ ven concernes the ſame perſons,in both branches ; and ſo, as 
a” mn * Anointed Prophets, as __ as Anointed Saints. 
phetiomatigna- - the _— m_ tang, mattedopatice 
77. 4 Lap: # 10gder its Charefter, there-hath beene enough ſpoken ina-more 
Heb-c-1-v-9: fſolenane Auditory by a * reverend Brother .( if not toomych 
* =o —_— at this ſeaſon, by rexſon of the ſtrange pleas of the Advocates of 
uſus, Propheta Libertin.iſme nowadaies,for a Toleration of all, how ever errone- 
ramen id reipſa 0us,Sclhijmaticall, or Blaſpbemous, who pretend to Anointing : as 
fuiſſe in Abra- if thevery name of Samts were aſufhcient Noli me tangere, an 
—_— = = univerſal! Protettionto themffromall Civill,or Church=cenſures) 
in C:remoniis © Whoſe pleas in behalte of Anointed Saints (in caſe he will ex- 
kealibus poſtea cept thole alſo out of -that Charter of Liberty , who difſolve the 
eftendit.Calv. continuity of the Body by groundleſſe ſchiſmegand breaking the Laws 
ed locum. that:keepe it united; as he hath thoſe, who by fundamentall Er- 


* M-Th-Good- 1, rs, anddenmable Hereſies, ftrike at: or bold not the bead, )Ican 


win at a folemn 


Faſt, Feb.25. Teadily give my vote, anduppogigtion. 


bebe he d But concerning-thoſe forts, who now moſt engroſſe 
houſe of Com- the name of Saints, asif they had gotten a Patent from the King 
-——— FSG of Saints to that purpoſe ; let them know, the Scripture never 


, mice. S1YES Magiſtrates . a firiter charge concerning them , then it 
ONEEIIIN gives.to Angels ; and: theſe (though they pitch their tonts round 
about thoſe that feare God ). have no other Orders given them 
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P f States and Kingdomes. 3 
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(that 1 reade of) then, to keepe them in all therr waier. If they 
deſtroy foandations of Religion , and tighc apainit its moſt 
materiall principles , nay if they ſiraggle from the Body, when 

they ſhould march doſe in it ; if when they ſhould fight wnited, 

they will divide themifelves into Parties without command ; if 

they ſhall leape over the bedge of Order, and ride ſcouting after 

their owne ſingular bymours, or pluntleying their brethren of 

the yr ontz delivered to the Saints 5 andiſo endanger,not Deur.2.%c-13. 
onely themſelves , but the body by their deſtrutive dofrines, 5: 5-9- 
examples and praftiſes ; ( and of this nature divers ſap- 2 Chro. rs. 
Polittons more might bee added ) ſure, the Civill Gods may by 4 
touch'them with a penalty,and the Church-Angels wich a *cenſure. Pheeech he os 
And alchough he men may not be evill; yet Peter ſuppoſeth | 
they may bhee,and ſuffer, as'evill-deers , as buſie-bodies, 1 Peter 


4+ I5. 
If they break the Lawes of -God, or mans, .( the ſubmiſſion 
unto which doth not contradi& Gods ) God,as he is not Author, 
ſo hewill not be Patron of Confuſion, by exempting them from 
fatisfying the Lawes they have broken. And as [Paul faith to 
the Tries concerning Circamciſion, Verily thy Circamcifion pro. 
fiteth thee, if thou be a keeper of the Law-z but if thou be a breaker 
of the Law,thy Circumciſion is made unciroumciſion,Rom.2.'25. So 
[ to them concerning Saintſhip. Verily thy Saintſbip profits 
thee, if thou be obedient to juſt Lawes:z but it not,, mow Saint- 
ſhip muſt not be thy Sandiuary; (as'to thy Priviledge)thy Saint- 
ſhip is unſainted ; and though ( as Foab) thou fly to the hornes 
of that Altar, thou maiſt ( without the Rebuke in the Text to 
thy Cenſurers)be taken fromit, and be ſafely puniſhed. | 
But I intend only to towch at this Nolite tangere. The worke 
T have cut outfor theſubje& of my Diſcourſe,and your atten- 
tion , ts thelatter branch of the Chayge , which concernes the 
Patriarchs,as Prophets. And although that ſubject be eſſe - ' Explication of 


lar, and ſo lefſe tootbſome,or playfible, I hope' my Text w the latter clauſe 
my ſecurity. | 
And dve my Propbets'no barme. = Propberes 
[Doe my Prophets 'no harme] Propheras dicit;8c. ( faith reve- 41:3 non ſolune 
quia Deus pro- 


pius ſe illis purefecerat; ſed quia Ss 7 at; | DER locum, 
2 ren 


< ye MOON WEST EEE: Y 


The great Tatereſt 


—_—— 


The larrer 


olauſe limited. 


The Dodtring 
grounded- 


Poet. 


Proved, 


rendCalvin upon the place) He calls them Prophets, not onel 
fortheirnearer communion with God , but for their faithfull 


} ſpreading the knowledge of God, [ My]Prophets, that is, thoſe 
; whom I have Commiſſioned to ek , 


ein my name. And this 
Ratio nominie, ſuting with all alike commiſſioned to the worlds 
end, makes the charge not peculiar to Patriarchall, but common 


_ toPaſtorall Prophets, to the worldsend. And ſo the divine ca- 


veat here given to theſe Kings concerning theſe Prophets ( as 
fuch) hath to me the force of an univerſall caution to all Ma- 


' giſtrates, concerning all Gods Prophets. Dye theſe and all o- 


ther Prophets of mine | zo barm | that is, no injury. No exemp= 
tion.this, on not for Prophets) from the power of the Magji- 
ſtrate , ( it ſo, it wouldnot ſtand with the Ia (fu Rom. 13. 
I.) but from wnjuſt ſuffering by, or under that power. And ſure 
whereinſoever God will owne them for his Prophets, whatever 
they doein diſcharge of their Commiſſion, in that God. will owne 
their wrongs. 

I ſhall in the concluſion which draw from theſe words,take 
my riſe from the Brothers ground , who hath diſpatche the 
preceding part of the Text; who layes this ſuppoſition. for 
me, that this Rebuke of God to Kings, holds forth the grand 1n- 
tereſt of Kings, & Kingdomes. Now if it be true of the former 
branch, the connexion tells me it.is ſo of the latter too. Be 
Deus conjunxit,&c. What God hath joyned, I hope no man 
will divide. Nor ſhall I: And therefore. whatſoever Intereſt 
the Uſage of Saints concernes ; that the uſage of Prophets . 
concernes it as nearly , I ſhall firſt propound, then-prove,.then 
improve in this Propoſition. | 

Whatever bee the great and high Intereſts of Kings, States, 
and Kingdomes, on which their ſafety, or ruine moſt depends ,. there 


' is none it concernes them-more to look to, then the dealing well or ill 


with the Prophets of God. 
In the proofe of this point, whatever the aforeſaid Au- 
thor hath gleaned to ſtrengthen his Tntereſt, I might make uſe 


By compariſon of to confirme this. "Twill be an Argument that may perhaps 
with the inte- conclude more then the Do&rine affirmes , that if the greateſt 


. reſt inreference 


I0 Saints» 


and moſt flouriſhing Kingdomes , have been broken by their 
il «ing, or proſpered by:their well-«ſing the Saints of con ae 
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God dealt with them,accordingly as they did with his Saints: 
much more may it be verified concerning the ſage of Prophets, 
where ſuch flouriſhing Kingdomes have had to. doe with 
them. And if God be ſo tender of Saints ,. as Saints ; ſure, 
hee will bee more tender of thoſe Saints that are Prophets 
to0; ſeeing they have not only an holineſſe of Eſftate,but an hs- 
lineſſe of Office, to endeare them to him : in that God lookes 
not on them onely as his Subjeds,but takes care of them like- 


- wiſeas his Ambaſſadors.Sure if the King of Exgland will reſolve 


on Peace or Warre with any Nation, according as they ufe any 
of his ordinary Subjets ; hee will reſolve more effetually ac- 
cording to the entertainment of his Agents and Ambaſſadours. 
So that whatſoever can beſaid concerning Saints in this caſe, 
concludes with double ſtrength concerning Prophets. 

But I need not be beholden to Compariſon for the proofe of a 
Truth fo poſitively confirmed in the whole Scripture , there 
being nothing in which it ſpeaks more fully then ic doth to 
this Point. Ithall ( though not enough read to fill myBoſome 
with ſuch Colleions, yet) endeavour to fill my hand; and 
thoſel ſhall make uſe of, ſhall be ſo cleare, and convincing 
thatI hope I ſha!l be able to affirme ( without an overvaluing 
my weake labour in this kinde) that theſe gleanings of Ephraim 
are not beneath the vintage of Abiezer(i. e. ) thatI have proved 
as much (at leaft) for the Intereſt of Kings and Kingdomes in 
reference to Prophets, as hath already been for that to Saints. 

In the firſt place,will you have a word for this Intereſt ? 2Chron. 
20. 20. and Jer. 20.11. ( compared) will acquaint you there- 
with. In the former of theſe, you ſhall tind King Feboſbaphat 
encouraging , and diceting his people, now ready to ioyne 
Tue with a numerous Army; ( and you. will conceive that ar 
ſuch a time, hee will minde them of that which moſt concernes 
them ) And what is that ? why ? you haveProphets, that en- 
courage you in Gods name ,to confidence of ſucceſfſe, ſee how 
you uſe them, beware you doe notdiſtruſt them; Beleeve his 
Prophets, and yee ſball proſper. In the laſt of theſe, you have Iere- 
miah the Prophet complaining of hard uſage from his perſecu- 
ters. They raiſedlyes upon him and watched advantages F, 
defame him, but what colle&s he. from this ? ſee v. 11. my 


per- 
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2. By Exams» 
ples- 


Of Heathen 
Kings» Kings 


domesor both- 


perſecutors ſhall be aſhamed ( therefore i. e. becauſe they uſe a Pro- 
pbet of God ſo) they ſpall not proſper. Thus then, the uſage of 
the prophets of God hath a great influenceupon the proſpering, 
or xot proſpering ofa people. Andſure then, they have no grea- 
ter Intereſt. 

Will you have the "no xyong Morn Prophet concerning a 
Prophet ? Elijab being now to be mounted to heaven ina 
fiery chariot; Eliſha who ſaw how hee would be wanted,fends 
this Teſtimony concerning him,in a Sighafter hinuMy father,My 
father,the Chariot of Tſrael, and the horſmen thereof. 2.Kings 2.12. 
Andif you will havea Kings concerning Eliſha biriſelfe, you 
ſhall ſee Þaſb giving the ſame Teſtimony of him c<. 13.74. 

The Expreſſion implies it to bee the high engagement that 
lyes upon States and States-men, to looke to the keepingand 
proteRing of their Prophets among them: There js nochirig it 
more concernes Princes or people to looke to, then their Mili- 
tary proviſions; (tis the ſecurity ofa people) and theſeare Pro- 
phets. [ Take &c. ] 

Will you have examples ? ſcriptures are thronged wich them 
in all the Hiſtorical part.I ſhal inftancefirſt in Scripture Records 
of beathen Princes and Kingdomes ; then I (ball give youa briefe 
Epitomeof the Scriptures eccleſiaſticall Hiſtory concerning it, 
and ſo conclude the confirmation by teſtimonies from the 
word. | | 

The firſt Prophet I finde taken notice of for his uſage among 
Heathens is this Abrabam. How God rebuked Kings for his ſake, 
theplaces I havealready quoted wilabundantly thew. And leſt 
you ſhould ſay thiscare was taken of him only as of acommon 
Saint ; God himſelfe,when he declares how much Abimelech ts 
concern'd in his uſage, tells him he is a prophet,and ſhall pray for 
him. Gen.-20.7.As if he ſhould have ſaid, thon doſt not know 
whom thou now haſt in thy power. Didſt thou know what a 
Prophets prayers will doe wich mee, thou wouldeſt reſtore this 
man his wife; thou would'ſt beware how thou uſed'ſt a Pro- 
phet. And truly the cayiſe of a King,yea ofa Kingdom may be 
ſuch ſometimes, that the prayers of Prophets may have a great 


; influence on the turning of it either way. Witneſſe Moſes his 
; often ſtanding in the Gap : witneſſe Gods ſtopping Teremiabs 


mouth, 
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Ee 


mouth, the laſt and ſaddeſt ſymptome of the peoples total capti- 
vity, Jer.7.16.11.14- Andby the way ; I ſhall conclude the State 


of that Prince, and his Kingdome deſperate, where | ſee the Spi- 


rit of prayer bound up in jts Prophets ; and preſage a growing - 
bappineſſe towards it, when find them enlarged in mediating for 


it unto God. Sure,that State is blind to its Intereſt , that hath 
provoked God, by abuſing Prophets, to firike his Prophets 
dumbe. 

But to gae on. The next Prophet among Heathens was Mo- 
& , and hee was ſentto Pharaob to bring 1ſrael out of Egypt. 
Now Pharaobs and Z#gypts Intereſt was double ; to ufe the Pro- 
pbet well, and ſetthe pepple free. Pharaob now croſſeth both 
theſe Intereſts ; detaines the people, and abyſeth Moſes. Now if 
we may þalance theſe Intereſts, it may ſeem his uſage of the Pro- 
phet did moſt coxcermhim. For although after nany plagues, 
God were-pleaſed to deſtroy the firlt borne, & overthrow him 
and his Hoſt in the red Sea, to ſethis peaple free ; yet he never 
writes his diſpleaſure in ſuch bloody charaGers , till the wretched 
King had driyen Moſes from his ſight ,- and commandedhim to 
ſee his face no more, and threatned him death if he did, Exod. 10. 
28. compared. with the ſequel. - 

Come we a little lower. Fonab is ſent by God with a meſ- 
ſage of deſtruftion to Niniveb, and the utmolt reſpite hee was 
togivethem was butforty dayes. One would hayeexpetted ſuch 
an unwelcome meſſenger as:he , ſhould have rather.found his 
death from them,then acceptance among them. :But the wiſe = 
knew (though an Heathen) what cancern'd;him to doe. An 
to worke he goes. He entertaines the Prophet, and his meſſage 
{fo well, that he commands a ſolemn Humiliation , and there- 
withall ſaves his City, which no other way could have reſcued 


from ruine. That-was the you Intereſt oft that City, and that 
the whe + 


well looked too, kept out the deſtroyers. 
[ Take one word 200 concerning the New-Teſtament Pro- 
bets, and of how great concernment the uſage of them was to 


.thoſe places where they came. Jet. the great Goſpell Prepvet him- 


Felfe teſtifie. It concernes:them (ſaith be that was annoynted with 


the oyle of gladneſſe above his fellows) as nearly,as it concerns them 


to well entreate God the Father, and my ſelfe. For (ſaith he) 
Whoſoever 


—_— Te >; 


——_ 
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Whoever deſpiſeth you  deſpiſeth me , and whoever deſpiſeth me, 
deſpijeth him that ſent me. Sure then the uſage of Gods Meſſen- 
gers is as great a point of State-Intere:t as any can be, toall, 
except thoſe that think themſelves then lealt loſers , when they 
have loft their God. ] 

1 ſhall give you only one example out of the New Teſtament 
upon this Head. obz Baptiſt ſent by God to prepare the way for 
Chriſt among the Jewes, begins to grow much in requeſt with 
Herod,an Heathen Subſtitute, appointed by the Romans to go- 
vern them. Herod carries himſelfe fairely a while towards Tohz 
Baptiſt, heares him gladly, and doth many things. And yet 
with thoſe many good things , he had many evill too : Many 
a &tiou Bgw- filthy vices he was guilty of,bat the holy Ghoſt takes notice of 
us 33 #170- this above all the reſt; That beput John in priſon. The Text fur- 
ord mlaviv ther tells us how his freeneſle to the King in medling with his 
Se us Herodias, rob'd him not only of his liberty, but his life. And 
2 amour aſecond reaſon why Herodilew him , Foſepbus ſaith , was for 
Tivi o8gei © feare of the people, becauſe they were ready to entertaine any 
(ma#ſe 2 new motion Con one whoſe word had ſo great aſway with 
oat 2.2, chem®. And ſee how deare it colt him ; theſame Foſephus ſaies, 
me oy Hy | the Jewes lookt upon the viCtory that Aretas gained over him, 
ma xearIoy and his Army,as cauſed thereby®. And how God met with him 
iyareas Tei too in his Perſon, & withthat Herodias that wooed him to ſo 
TiveaTeg © bloody an aftion , will appeare if wee conſider what the Au- 
avrs 1 w.992t thor of the Centuries relate out of both Joſepbus and Euſebiue. 
—_——”” _— woman (hew proper is the Scripture conjunQi- 
Agiy- Ibidem- oo . . 

on of thoſe two qualities!*) was no lefſe imperious;and out of 

b Tic: JS Tav her defire to command, envying Ayrippa ( her owne Brother ) 
TsJziwv Wi the honour of being a King, while her inceſtuoushasbandſate 
wge'y Faw Sag a ſtaire lower, tempts him to a journy to Rome, to beg Crown, 
a T5 ©45,u, and to compaſle it more effeually, attends him thither. When 
pune gies he came thither, he found his plot ſpoiledby a prepared jealou- 
nw 4974 fre againſt him; and his ambitious preparations for Royalty, 


F 


molmy lazms rroved the inditement, and a ſentence to perpetuall exile , was 
Te 67009944) the judgement paſtagainſt him by the Emperour. In which (be- 
BzTF|i5s. Lib. J : >. « 6g 

Tud. Ant. 18. Cauſe ſhe had brought him to it) this Tempter was ſo kinde as 
cap. 7: to accompany him. 4nd ſo (ſay the Centuriaſts) Herod by com- 
* Ezek.16-30- plying with the motions of an ambitious Whore , ſtript of his goods, 
Countrey, 
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Countrey, glory at once, dyed miſerably with ber in Gallia (c). Thus © Ha rations 

he that was afraid of John, and kilV'd bim out of a jealouſte to ſecure arrogentis me- 

his Command , thereby provoked God by a jealoufie to out him of 7*'7icule inſti 

his Command. Eetionibies ob 
Letus in the next place,®take a view of the uſage of Prophets — fs 

Within the Church. And in this you ſhall ſee how thoſe Prin- boar, gloria ac 

ces, or Kingdoms, have thrived; that have offendedagainſt this 24:74 exutus 

Tatereſt. T ſhall (for methods ſake) branch this view into particu- _ rrime in 

lars ; in which you ſhall alſo ſee, when God thinkes his Pro- Foray omg 

phets injured ; by his ſuiting ſuch dealings of men towards 'aagd. Cene. x. 

them,with ſuitable © diſp:nſations of juſtice,upon the heads of /6-2.c.3. 

thoſe that ſo deal with them : and ſo I ſhall ſave the anſwering * 2: Examples 

of that queſtion,whatitis to harm Prophets. —_ _ 
1. How they have * ſped that have harmed Prophets only by < Showing the 

refuſing to heare them;let Zach.7.9,10,11,12,096c«. be firſt called iſſue ofcrofling 

in to give Evidence. The Lord had ſent to them ( as himſelfe this Intereſt in 

faith ) in bs Spirit, by bis Prophets, but they refuſed to bearken, & harming Pro- 

pulled away the ſboulder:(it ſeems *twas doQtrine they were oath PM 

to beare ) and ſtopped their eares. Nay, they reſolv'd againſt hea- 5. ; —_— 

ring to any purpoſe, if they did heare; for they had before (by ws 

a wicked reſolution of rejefting what they thought would 

not tickle them) made their bearts Iike an Adamant,that is, Ser- 

mon-proofe, and convicion-proofe, leſt they ſhould heare the Law. 

The Prophets were legall Preachers, and they would hear none 

of them ; at leaſt armed themſelves with pride and prejudice, e- 

nough to render their labours ineffe&tuall upon them. But 

what great matter was this ? Was it a buſineſſe of ſo greatcon- 

cernmentto them to heare, or not to heare, ſach men as plea- 

ſed themno better ? Yes, they had better they had heard them, 

for God paid them in their own coyne. Well (faith hee) they 

would notheare my Prophets, but I think I met with them ; 1 

remember there was a time when they called upon me to heare, 8& 


I was grown as deafas they ; They cryed , and I would not beare, 


 verſc13. I ſcattered them with a Whirl-wind among the Nations 


which they knew not , ec. verl. 14. I ſent them where they had 

been as good to have been among deafe people as there,for they 
knew them not, and the land was deſolate after them. 

One teſtimony more to this particular. That which is in this 

(© Chapter 


The great Intereſt 


Chapter Hiſtory, is (Fer. 25. 3, 4-) Propheſie. The Lord ſaith he 
to this people,bath ſent unto you all his Prophets, riſing early, and 
ſ-nding them , but yee bearkned not, nor enclined your eare. And 
verſ. 9-10, &c. you have part of that doom threatned, which 
you had in that of Zacharzab, related. | 
2- Preſcribing 2+ Preſcribers to Prophets. See to this purpoſe , Iſa. 30. 10. 
ro Prophetss TheLord makes a ſad complaint of that people ; they were a 
rebellious people, verl. 9. But how doth it appear ? They ſay to the 
Seers, ſee not; and to the Prophets, propheſie not unto us right things, 
ſpeake to us ſmooth things, propbeſee deceits ? Get yee out of the way, 
tarne zee out of the path, ec. *Tis very unlikely they would dare 
fay ſo in down-right terms. No, itmay be they ſaid no more 
but, pray Ifaiah, and the reſt of the Prophets doe not preach to us that 
which croſſeth us in our way 3 cannot you be contented to preath pradti- 
call truths to us, and not trouble your ſelves with State-buſineſſes # 
what doth it concerne you , if we goe down to Apypt for ſecurity and 
aſſiſtance ? But you ſee how God interprets them, *tis ſaith hee, 
a bidding the Seers not to ſee, &c. | 
But what great matter is this ? What matter of moment or 
concernment in giving the Prophets a preparatory lefſon of our 
owne ? We hope all this is no harme to the Prophets, nor dar- 
gertous. See whether God thinke ſo too, wver(. 13,14. Indeed? 
(faith GodJare you ſwoln ſo great with pride,that you muſt give 
Inftruions to my Ambaſſadours ? yea, and you ſhall ſwell brgger 
t, and that till you breake into minutula fruſtula ; ſuch ſherds 
as areuſefull for nothing,no not to. take fire from the hearth,or was 
ter from the Pit. | 
2. Deriding 3- Deriders of Prophets,” 2 Chron.36. 16. This it ſeemes thar 
Prophers- people were very well verſed in. But what is all that! if apeo- 
ple make themſelves merry, and pleaſe themſelves a little with 
Jeſting at Prophets ? Indeed Solomon tells us *risa ſport to.a foole to 
do miſchiefe, and there is a mad man that throwes about fire-brands, 
arrowes, and death ; and yet cries, Am T not m ſport?But theſe mad 
men think not they jeere and {port themſelves out of their hou- 
ſes, and effates by this mirth. Yet they doe ſo. For though they 
bein jeft, God is i: earneſt with them. They never ieft ſcof- 
- fing at Prophets till they had brought- wrath viz. ) in the 
Captivi-y, upon themſelves without remedie,, ſaith the ſequell of 
the 


Prov. Io: 23. 
26-29. 


th he 
» and 

And 
vhich 


50 
yere a 
to the 
ings, 
? Way, 
[ dare: 
more 
S that 
rat i= 
ſſes # 
ty and 
hee, 


nt or 
” our 
* dan- 


deed? 


give 


1gger 
berds 


Was 


thar 
peo- 
with 
ole to 
ands . 
mad 
bou=- 
| they 
cof- 
1 the 
Il of 

the 


of States and Kingdomes. 


the verſe.” Tis a deare jeſting that coſts a Kingdom all irs mirth 


for everafter. 


' 4+ Permitters, or encouragers of falſe Prophets.The great Patron 4- Permiting 
offalfe Prophets in ſcripture, was Abab. A poore Prophet of ®r encouraging 
the Lord could not looke abroad, but hee was charged, and per- falſe Prophers- 


ſecuted as a troubler of Tſrael. The falſe Prophets {warmed, no 
lefſe then 450, Ahabs, 400, Tezebels Chaplaines. 1. K. x8.19. 
And when the King confults concerning war with Ramoth- 
Gilead, one Mzcaiah cond not be heard, becauſe hee did not 
pleaſe his Majeſty : but the falſe prophets were his great Ora- 
cles. But how God fitted him, and his Army, 1 Kings. 22. 
will fully declare. But I will ſpeake more to it anon. 

The Prophet Teremiab much iniſts upon this particular. 
Chap. 14+ Hee tells us of ſome of them of whom God hinfſelfe, 
v. 12, witneſſeth they |pake lies in bis name; but what becomes 
of them? by ſword, and famine they ſhall be conſumed. v. 13. But 
what doth this concerne the Kingdome, or Nation ? ſee. v . 16. 
And the people to whom they propheſy, ſhall be caſt out in the ſtreets 
of Teruſalem., becauſe of the famine, and the ſword &xc. for T will powr 
their wickeqneſſe upon them. 

Chap. 23.( almoſt throughout ) God complaines of Pro- 

hets that ſent themſelves, and yet they wonld ape the true 
Þrophers, and cry the Burthen of the Lord &c. and this was 
grown Epid micall,v.3 4-Prieſts,and people,and Prophets exerciſe 
their gifts promiſcuonſly ; fee how God takes this at their 
hands, and the Toleration of itat the States: Not onely they, 
but the City are threatned ruine for it. v. 39. All rankes of 
men were out of the order in which God had placed them; 
they had turned Gods inſtitutions upand downe, and God 


wouldturne them up and downe for it. God takes it asan high 


affront, whs they did themſelves, or ſuffered others,to wrong 
his Husbandmen fo far, as to lay Common what hee himſelte 
had incloſed. , 


5. Threatners of Prophets 2. Chro. 25. 15. Amaziab a wicked ,. Threaming 
King had gained a viffory over the Edomites, to the lofſe of his Prophers. 


Religion. Hee tooke the enemies captive, and yeilded himſelfe 
Captive to their 1dols. God ſends a Prophet to him, and pleads 
the caſe with him, ſhewes him how unredſonabletis to expet 
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6- Silencing 
Prophets. 


ſafety from thoſe Gods that were now his Priſoners. And how 
doth he entertain the Prophet ? witha check , | Art thou of the 
Kings Counſell | anda threat; | Forbeare,why ſhouldſt thou be ſmit= 
ten? | Here was no harme yet ; buta threatning onely ; and is 
thar ſo much ? 

But how doth God take it? ſee in the Prophets reply, and 
the ſequell of the ſtory. The Prophet ſeeing him fo care- 
lefſe of his great Interelt, askes no farther evidence , or Prog- 
noſtick of his ſuddain ryine, and therefore is bold to tell him, 
T know that God hath purpoſed [ Orig. counſelled | to deſtroy thee, 
becauſe thou haſt not harkned to my counſell. And a little after, the 
fooliſh man ſiirres the coales that ſet him and his Kingdome 
on fire,in provoking Foaſh King of Iſrael, v. 15,16,17,22523- 
&c. He had better to have taken Counſell from God by his Pro- 
phet, then have provoked God to take Counſell againſt bim. 

6. Silencers of Prophets, Amos 7. It was in the dayes of 7e- 
roboam the ſonne of oaſh ( a wicked King, as you nay ſee 
2 Kings 14-24. ) when this Prophet propheſied. The matter 
of his Propheſie was the captivity of Iſrael : Amaziah, Prieſt 
of Bethel mh him up for it,and accuſeth him highly for ſedi- 
tion,unto the King,v: 10.12.And(very likely by the command 
ofthe King )forbids him to preach any more in Bethel. This in- 
deed is an uſage ſomething to the purpoſe.God faith, Speakz A- 
maziah faith, Speak not. And what ſaith God now to Amaztab? 
ſee his doom,v. 17.Thy wife ſbal be an barlot in the City,& thy ſons, 
and thy daughters ſhall fall by the ſword,ec.And what is the King- 
dome concerned in it? their ſhareis no leffethen to be captives 
forth of their land. Thou, faith Amos, bidit me goe forth of the 
Court,and propheſie: it I goe forth to prophelie,and nuſt not 
prophetie here,God ſhall ſend more after me:1ſrae! ſhall go forth 
1:0 outaf their Land. And not many years after in Pekah's time, 
( the throne having \carcebeen warmed by any King of four, 
except Menahem ) this Prophefie was in part falfilled, 2 Kings 
15-29. and perfely in his ſucceſſour, Hoſheas time, chap. 16.6. 
18,8c. And as for Feroboam, although the Hiſtory doe not tel] 
us how he dyed, yet the Prophefie doth, in that Amos 7. and 
his ſeed were diſpoſſeſſed of the Throne ; onely Zechariah, 
( becauſe the fourth from Febu; to whoſe ſeed God had promi- 
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ſed a ſucceſſion for foure generations, as it appeares Chapt. 10. 
30. and 15. 12.) was permitted to hold the Scepter fix 
moneths,as appeares, verſe 8. chap.15. 

Next, that you may ſee *twasnot onely Amaziah's uſage of 
Amos,that brought, (though it haſtned)the peoples Captivity: 
You ſhall ſee this judgement is threatned for the olde (hore too. 
—Manet alta mente repoſtum. God forgets not how they uſed 
his Prophets in all ages , even from the dayes of Epypt : and 
now they ſhall pay for it with a witnefſe, Chapter 2. 12, 13, 14, 
15,16. TI raiſed up of your ſonnes for Prophets,and of your young men 
for Nazarites, verſe 11. Tee commanded the Prophets, Propbeſie not, 


' verſe 12. Bebold I am preſſed with you, &c. 13. How God feeles 


Prophets wrongs ! Therefore the flight ſhall periſh from the ſwift, 
and the ſtrong ſhall not ſtrengthen himſelfe, nor the mighty deliver 
himſelfe, verle 14. nor Bow-man,nor rider, verſe 15. nor the ſtrong 
of beart, verſe 16. This likewiſe was fulfilled in the captivity 
of the Tribes before mentioned. 


7. Impriſonersof Propbets- And now I muſt look back once 7- Imprifoning 
moreupon Ahab.” It was not enough for that wicked and Prophers: 
- wretched King to encourage and maintaine falſe Prophets to af- 


front Micaiah ; to refuſe to heare bim out of prejudice : but 
when good Teboſhaphat had prevailed to have him adviſed with, 
and he had declared the minde of God to himyhe ſuffers a falſe 
Prophet to ſmite him, and claps him up for bis plain dealing, 1 Kings 
22.27, Now what became of this 4bab 2 God meets with him 
at laſt ; Micaiab tells him, if be came home in peace , God bad not 
{ſpoken by bim, verſe 28.No! (thinks 4bab)) I will try that once; 
I will ſee if I cannot provethis Prophet a Iyer. He ſhifts his 
habit, changeth cloathes with Feboſhaphat , and thereby diverts 
the greateſt force of the battell upon 7eboſbapbat, miſtaken for 
the Kingof Iſrael. But Abab is not ſafe, though he be ſecure 
in his diſexiſe , and Armour upon that. A certaine man muſt 
draw a Bow at a venture, and ſhoot, and the Arrow mult light on 
none of all the Army but 4bab, and. on no other place about 
Abat”s body, but dire&ly between the joynts of bis Armour,verſe 
34- andthe wound muſt be mortall too : and thusfor impri- 
ſoning his Prophet God brought him to execution; and his Ar- 


my after a long confli& were faine to retreat, verje 36. Once 
CY >” more 
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i | more. The Holy Gboft tells us, 2 Chron. 36. 16. that the Jewes 
|! did not onely mock, but miſuſe the Prophets of God, till they 
| brought upon them a remedileſſe captivity. Now among all 
þ the Prophets uſages that haftned this calamity, it is more then 
ql probable, that the impriſoning Feremiab by the Princes did poſte 
I! it forward; and God ( "tis likely enough) gave up the City to 
I. deliver a Prophet : for when the ſtore of bread was [pent in the Ct- 
l ty, and Jeremiab likely to ſtarve, ( as ferem. 38. 9.) the City 
holds not out long after,and Feremiab is preſerved by the en- 
. tring Enemy,chap.39.11. 
- _—_ thering $. Laſth, Murderers of Prophets. This was a finne ordinary 
Opt. withthe Jewes; and for this Chriſt bemoanes them, Matth.23. 
37. O Jeruſalem, Feruſalem , thou that killeſt the Prophets, and 
ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee , how often would T have gatbered 
together thy children as an benne, exc. ( that is,I by my Prophets, 
| andby my ſelfe would, if thou hadit knowne thy Intereſt, and 
il taken that Prote&ion by receiving, and obeying us) but thou 
( fooliſh people) art an enemy, and ever halt beene,to thy Inte- 
reſt in this great particular ; *tis that, at which thy bandis un- 
i happily ir, to kill Prophets. Andthis he makes good in ano- 
fl ther place, where propheſying of his owne death, he tells 
il his Diſciples , hat Roan is ſo fleſhed with killing Prophets, 
i! that a Prophet cannot periſh out of Jeruſalem, Luke 13.33. But 
| the cry of bloud is loud; and the cry of Prophets bloud,of all other, 
moſt clamorous. Chriſt therefore preſageth ſo certainea ruine to 
| Feruſalem for killing Gods Meſſengers, that he pronoanceth it 
it as paſt. - Verily your bouſe [ 35 | left unto you deſolate. This finne 
you are ſo given to, ( when by killing mee, andperſecutingmy 
[1 Apoſtles, you ſhail have filled up the meaſure of the ſinnes of 
l your Prophet-murthering Anceſtors , and your owne ) ſhall 
bring the Romans to your houſes, and they ſhall leave Feruſa- 
lem a company of defolate Walls in it, ſhall make a wildernes 
* Tem. ( ſo the * word fignifies) of your houſeg, ( 5. e. ) either of your 
particular habitations,or your glorious Temple ; of which ( as 
he elſewhere ſaith) There ſhall not one fone bee left upon ano= 
| ther. 
it How theſe Fewes haſtned this deſtrution to themſelves by 
| putting to death Chriſt himſelf,8 perſecuting his ——_— 
| ermon 
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Sermon I have already quoted makes good abundantly. I ſhall 
take no more notice of it here, then to obſerve, that ( as God 
prophecying concerning their oppoling Chriſt,Pſ.2.takes no. 
tice mainly of their ſpight againit him as Gods 4nnointed,(o) he 
was-mainly oppoſed under his Offices of Union ; as a King,by 
Herodzas a Propbet,by high-Prieſts, Scribes,and Pharifees : who- 
mainly conſult to ruine him,becauſe they ſaw himſo follow- 
ed, as Fobn 12.19. ( which ſeemes to me to be the ground of 
that conſultation related againe which they took, chap. 11:47.) 
upon which verſe 53. they are ſaid to plot his death. 

Andasfor the Apoſtles, the maine ground of their ſpleene 
to them, ( which was murther too in their intentions , and 
Gods account) was, their teaching in his Name, as they confeſle 
Ais 4. ſo that Chriſt and his-Apoſtles had their ſhare in the 
Jewes malice , and perſecution, 4s Prophets, as well as Saints 3 
and how this bloud of former Prophets, and theſe did ſticke 
upon the skirts of that Nation , and how God tooke it, and 
what became of that bloudy people,the Apoſtle Paul propheſtett»: 
and Eclefiaſticall, ſtories relate- The former tells us .not onely 
the thing, butbrings this as the cauſe to put all out of doubt, 
I Theſ,2.15,16. where ſpeaking of the ewes, he tells us, that 
they, in k:lling the Lo OY their owne Prophets,per- 
ſecuting him, and his fellow- Apoftles, and forbidding them to 
preach to the Gentiles , filled up their ſinnes. (Tt referres'to the 
afore-cited ſpeech of Chriſt, where he bids them fill up the mea-- 
ſure of their Fathers, viz. thoſe that killed Prophets, by crucis 
fying him, and thus perſecuting his Apoſtles.) And wrath was- 
eome upon them to the utmoſt, *is T#A@>, | to the end ] i.e. a finall 
wrath, a wrath that ſhould [weep the Nation quite away, and' 
make a cleane riddanc: of them. And as Chrilt prophecying 
of that deitruAtion of the Jewesby the Romans ſpeaks of it as 
paſt,for greater certainty : ſo "tis remarkable the Apoſtle doth. 
And whether theſe Prophefies were true or no, Hiſtory tells us 
abundantly, to which (for brevities ſake) I referre you. 

Now to draw all this proofeto an head, in:one-grand Syl-- 
logiſme,thus. | 


That which being well looked unto,will advance the pro-_ 


ſperity , bee the Chariots and Horſe-men, keep out the De- 
| ſtroyers: 
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firoyers of Princes and People; and which croſſed or neglefted 

unſeats great ones,makes God conſult to deſtroy them, brings 

a ran upon them , puts God upon the expence of extraor- 

dinary. Providences, to ruine them, will hinder the proſfpe- 

rity of a people , makes them deſpiſers of God and Chriſt, 

ſtops Gods eares to them when they pray,ſcatters them with a 
Whirle-winde , breaks them into ſmalleſt , and moſt uſeleſſe 
ſheards,brings renedilefſe wrath upon them, ſends them. out 
of their land, takes off the flight from the ſwitc,ſtrength from- 

the ſtrong, deliverance from the mighty , makes their houſes 
deſolatesfills up their finnes, and brings wrath upon them to 

the utmoſt ; thar is the great Intereſt of Princes and Kingdoms, 

then which they have no greater, Eels 

' But theuſage of the Prophets of God well or ill is influen- 

tiall upor: Kings and Kingdomes in all theſe particulars. Ergo, 

"tis as great an Intereſtas any unto them. 

2Proofe by R.1. Outof many. Reaſ. which might be brought,] ſhal bring 
Reaſons. onely three. 1. The firſt relates unto God himſelfe, and ſo is 
3 Fr = —_ drawne from Gods Intereſt in the Prophets. And herein indeed, 
Prot: is the maine Emphaſis of the charge in the Text, Doe [my] 
POger Prophets no barme. I have already ſhewed you wherein Gods In- 
tereſt in Prophets appeares to be greater then in fingle Saints, 

I ſhall here onely make uſe of that truth againe as Argumen- 

tative toprovethe Intereſt of which the Doftrine ſpeaks. Let 

us ſtippoſe a mighty Monarch,that hath millions of armed men 

to commandat an hour's warning, to revenge any injury, or af- 

frontdone to him ; ſending Ambaſſadours to ſome petty Princi- 

pality, his nextneighbours, ( not onely profeſſed enemzes to 

him, but Retells againſt him) and entreating them to lay 

. down Armes, to be ruled by his Lawes,and enjoy the priviledges 
of bis Subjects eſpecially when it lyes in his power to take a- 

way,and cut off, not onely their Proviſions for I/arre;but their 

lives allo every moment. What now would you conclude to 

be that poore bandfulls maine Intereſt? Would it not bee, to 

entertaine thoſe Ambaſſadours courteoully,receive their Meſſage 

readily ? and would they not offend againſt their maine Inte- 

reſt , if they ſhould deny thoſe Ambaſſadors Audience ; if they 

ſhould preſcribe to th:m what to ſay; if they ſhould deride 
them 
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them, and ſuffer every faious, anarchicall tumultuous ſpirit to 
write, and print,and preach Libells,and inveCtives againſt them, 
if they ſhouldallow ſome of their owne, ( that doe not un- 
derſtand ſo nuich asthe language in which that Kings Articles 
for Zccommodation and Inſtru&ions for his Ambaſſadors are writ- 
ten) to ſtand np and tell thoſe Ambaſſadours, they know their 
Matters mindebetter then they , that they teach-the people 
Les,&c. If they hereupon ſbould-threaten,ſelence, impriſon, put 
to death theſe Ambaſſadours, would they not provoke this Mo- 
narch to pluck them up,root and branch, to leave their bouſes de- 
ſolate,and fill them with wrath and vengeance to the uttermoſt? 
I neednot apply ſo plaine a Parable. Look into Matth. 21.33 
&c. and 22,23,%c. and( change m_ the meſſage of Invita- 
tion to the wedding in this, and that for. fruit from-the Yine- 
yard-in that place into this concerning which I ſpeake a Trea- 
ty of Peace ) what Cbriſt intends in them to the Jewes , 'may 


be properly applyed to all Nations of Gentiles, tothe end of _ 


the world,and may warn them to beware how they ſlight Gods 
Ambaſſadours ; andlooke upon Oxen,and Farmes, and Mer- 
chandiſe , private Intereſts , when God calls upon them for 
acknowledgements to his Sonne; how they think the cruſbing and 
taking Gods Meſſengers out of the way,will make them the Domi. 
ni fac-totum, the abſolute Maſters of Gods Inheritance. - 


I; | :n God bim- 2- Fromthe 
R. 2. Inregard of the Intereſt thoſe Prophets have in God o_ et 


felfe. They have his: engagement upon his borour, that he wil 
take their wrongs as his owne, that he will interpret deſpiſing: 


them to be deſpiſing bim ; that he will confirme the word of bis ſer- 


wants, and performe the counſell of his Meſſengers, Iſa. 4.4. 26..that 


he hath ſolemnly bound himfelfe to binde that in- braven by bis Marth. 1c 


Ratification, which they ( take it either for abinding of - Ds- 
&rine,or of Cenſure,ſeeing thefe Scepticall dayes will needs qu*= 
ſtion the union of both keyes in the ſame hand)(hal binde on earth 
by their Declaration according to their Commiſion fromhim. | 

j Thence alſo, what God threatens a people to doe by his Pro- 
phets, they are ſaid to doe, as Fer. 1. 10. where God ſets his 
Prophet over kingdomes to root out,and pull downe, and deſtroy , and 
throw dewne, and build, and plant, i. e. to pronounce that doome 
againſt a people, which he — to bring upon thent. 


And- 
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2 Cor.r0.-6. 


Rom- 11-2. 
3- Fromthe 


And the Apoſtle Pay! tells us of a power, which he had not 
onely to throw downe imaginations, and every bigh thing that exal- 
teth it ſelfe againſt the Knowledge of God,( viz.) that of his prea- 
.ching : But a power, which he had alſo in readineſſe to revenge all 
diſobedience. Which power , if it be not a power of Church-cen- 
ſure , derived from Matthew 8. 18. ( as ſome of the beſt Inter- 
preters expound it) muſt needs bee a power of engaging 
GODS wrath againſt, and to the ruine of ſuch diſobe- 
dient ones. And truely, by the way , the cryes of perſecuted 
Prophets are loud ones; formy part, Tſhould be Joath any Na- 
tion or State, to which I wiſh well,ſhould force Gods Prophets 
togoe to him, and complaine of their uſage , and put himto it. 
upon his engagement to right them ; and (| as the Scripture 
faith Elijab did ) make Interceſſion _= them. i © * 

- R. 3. ThethirdReafon is drawne from the People them- 


Intereſts which: ſelves, andthe relation Prophets beare to them. The People are 


people and 


Prophers have 


reſpeQtively 


each in the 0- 


the ſheep, the Prophets are their ſbepbeards,their Paſtours : Sure 
the Flocke isas highly concerned in having , and keeping a 
faithfull Shepheard -as in any thing that can be imagined. 
They are their Watchmen.” A people have no greater inte- 
reſt in the time of war, or danger,then to look to their Guards, 
and encouragetheir Watchmen. Ce | 
They aretheir lights, burning and ſbining lights. In a dark. 
night, in a dangerous way, what concernes a Traveller more then 
to look to his light , to keep it in, and preſerve it cleare ? They 
are-their Salt , and there are putrifying dayes, corrupting 
times : Seducers , Children that are corrupters , like Fleſb- 


- flies, (warme every where in the hot ſeaſon of Contention, 


and endeavour to taint the ſweeteſt natures , moſt tender 
hearts , and moſt pretious Spirits. Sure, *tis the Magiſtrates 
(the good Horſe-keepers ) ſpeciall Intereſt to get as much 
of this Salt as may bz, to preſerve them from: tainting ; and 
to keep this Salt charily when they have it. There are divers- 
other names of Relation in Scriptures: that import as much, 
as Fathers, Stewards , Guides,&c. But T think the Point a- 
boundantly proved'; To improve it to: you in Application 
is my next worke. 

And in this Fſhall-addrefſe my ſelfe co all thoſe that would 
purſe 


aa att ant" Gd» 


f States att Kingdomes. IT- 
Not purſue m_ great Intereſt fincerely, beſeeching them that Applyed by 
xal- they will{ookto this, one of the greateſt branches, and of the ,,, 
rea top= baughes of it, the uſage of Gods Prophets among them. 11; ;, jooke ro 
e all + Beloved, there are many Intereſts this day ſtarted and purſued this Incereſt- 
cen= with a great deale of earneſtnefle, & it were well for the Peace Among ſo ma- 
ter= and Union of theſe Kingdomes, if ſome ofthem had been as the "y Intereſts 
ing untimely birth of a woman that never ſees the Sun; atleaſt that they 
be- had never been taken up to thoſe uſes to which the Sons of divi- 
ted fion now imploy them. LEND | L 
Na- - By the way, whoſoever he was ſince our mutuall Covenant, | . PPE 
1ets firſt named an EngliſÞ Intereſt, in eppoſitionto that of our neigh- þennss amt 
d It tour Nation, ithad been happy for both Nations in my judge- dividing: 
ure ment, if the knees bad not prevented him , and the breaſts had never | 
given bim ſuck ; and truly (for my part,) I haveſo much Core- 
2Mm- . nant-2eale yet glowing in_my breaſt / that did I know him, 1 
are ſhould think my ſelf bound to diſcover , & bring him to condigne 
ure puniſhment, as an Incendiary ,Malignant,andevill Inftrument,endea- 
g a wouring to divide one Kingdome from another, contrary to the ſolemn 
ed. League and Covenant. But amongall theſe Intereſts , lecme ex- ' 
te- hort you to look to this piece of the bigheft Intereſt of all King- 
ds, domes , andall theſe Kingdomes , which have all:this while - 
inſiſted upon.  n hs + 

ark. Beloved it is a ſubje& that a man would have thought for Needto preſs 
1en ſome yeares ſince he ſhould never have lived to ſee'need to preſs. this Incereſt. 
hey But we are unexpeCtedly caſt into ſuch times; in which'we had 
ing need contend earneſtly for every title of the ancient Goſpell, and - 
ſh- when Truth it ſelfe, and Chriſt ſuffers the D—_ of Chbriſts 
ons truth cannot expett to be exempted. How ſhall thoſe men./pare 
der the Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt, that exalt themſelves againſt 
tes Chriſt himſplfe ? The Diſciple rs not above his Maſter, nor the ſervant | 
ich above his Lord, ſaith that Lord and Mafter , whoſe ſervants itis | 
nd our honour to be. Now ſeeing there ts a neceſſity laid upon the 
ers Prophets of Chriſt to plead their owne cauſe: Brethren , beare + + 
ch, with me if I lay outa few ſends upon that ſervice, and ſacrifice 
a- a few words to the expeRted c nſure, prejudice, : and mifenterpreta- 
on tion of this Anti-minifteriall generation. Mee. thinkes'tisia ſad 

thing Brethren , that thoſe Meſſengers of good tidings ,- and This Interert 
1d Ambaſſadours of peace , who not many yeares agoe you reve- was n0t ſo 
rle T D 2 . renced flighred At foro 
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renced as Angels of God, nay even received as Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelfe, of whomevery one was no lefſe then a &vemiſis aDiana 
newly dropt from heaven.in youreyes., are now- become the off- 
ſcowring of all things, Antichriſtian Prieſts, and I know not what 
 elſethe tongues of Seffaries will create them : That among all 
| thoſe that complaine of perſecution, the Miniſters of the Goſpet 
only, though they moſt are, yet are ſcarce thought capable of be-. 
Tis now. ing perſecuted : That among ſo many Pleas for Toleration of e- 
very thing, the Miniſterial calling is only eſteemed intolerable : 
That every ſcurrilous Pamphleter dares make bold with our cal- 
od © ling,. and Perſons in Print, andproclaime to the world (to the 
EE Ame of our Church & Nation) this news , that in England, 
' in London;.the rareſt Miniſtery in the Chriſtian world, isperſe- 
Aug-cant-Crel. ctedwithout controule by the pens offuch mercenary Scriblers, 
Get reſp 3... that in diversplaces in the Kingdome, a godly Miniſter (ex- 
re poſſent non Pt he can beſo much ſheep himlſelt,as to let his flock be worried 
invenientes, ſo- before his eyes,and ſay, or do nothing) can ſcarce preach with- 
Hito erebrius;&. out tumults, or come abroad without threatnings ; that wee have 
andactis Cie reaſon enoughto feare ſuch! uſage from ſome of thoſe ſticklers 
+5 tx». for confuſion in ourtimes, asthe Father complaines of in his, 
biſy; furenti- Vit» That when they know not how to anſwer us, they will terrifie or , 
bus nos a predi> knocke us aut of our Arguments, when, (which God forbid) their 
canda... Catho= party is ſo far Maſter of the power of the Kingdome as to dare at- 
lics verigate tempt it*.And for my part, if they come once to that paſſe, I ſhal 
ſnags fallacie 1, ſorry to-take the {iberty of Conſcience they will then give me, 
convincends wh Salt foe tc aloe folve 
deterrere ca WhRonow plead molt for it themſelves. 
perunt.  AndIpray whatis the cauſe of all this Þ? Truly they will tel 
Eo us , they fearewe will grow too bigh. And why is this teared?be- 
* feared it may cauſe we would faine have Church-power diſpenced, as it was in 


_—_ eren} 168 firſt inſtitution , before there were Chriſtian Magiſtrates. Be- 
"< for. . cauſe we would faine keepe our Fatherly bowels, and not befor- 


< Examined, cedto.uſe our people, asthe wicked Monke did King Fobn, to- 
and ſome reall gzve them poyſon in a Sacrament , becauſe wee defire to have the 
grounds diſco- yower of Stewards(as we are) in the houſe of God, to ſee that 
_—_ none but our Maſters Family dyet at our Maſters Table. And 1 feare 

in this particular, he that feares a gedly Miniſter would bee ſo 


On high as to ſbut bim _ had ſuch a power allowed him , hath 


cauſe to ſuſpe& himlelte an Alien or a Dogge, not fit for that - a= 
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ble ; and 1 am: confident if ſome of the maine _ of this 
jealouſie had windows in their breaſts, it would be found, their 
maine feare is, either that they ſhall be rejeed as too bad, or 
elſe be enforced to become too good. It may be too our maintenance 
troubles others, who would be contented to ſpare ſtakes with 
us,to bring us lower.But me thinks they might remember how 
they ſped that ſaid in another caſe; Let us kill the heir that the In- 
beritance may be ours. It may be others think the people will ne- 
verbebrought to worſbip the Calves in Dan and Bethel, to reliſh 
illiterate, and mechanicke Preachers ; and the loweſt of the people 
will never paſſe for Prieſts, till the Prieſts ( as they call them ) 
be made the loweſt of the people. And it may be another orc 
would faine bring the Ordinances of the Goſpell to the judge- 
ment of their Law-benches, where they would make a. ſhift to 
fet usby the eares, and make us fee for our Sacraments, as they 
do for our eſtates. ; 
| Theſeech you confider, (eſpecially you in whoſe hands it is, Thi; Tnreret 
tO encourage us,” or to perſecute us by a law) God calls to. you preſſed mainly 
this day, and this charge is yours, Do my Prophets no barme.. I upon Parlia- 
dare not think you wil vote usor ena us into a ſuffering condi= Tent members: 
on for preaching to you,- or praying for you. But howeyer, I 
ſeech you beware how you come under being interpreted to doe 
ſo, by not forbidding them that would cruſh us, and to their po- = Quz non ve- 
wer do 3. 1 do not readily remember any but wicked Princes > tat peccare» 
(that Scripture records) that ſuffered good Prophets to beabu- ,,,,,-;, juber 
ſed beforetheir faces. Let me tell you freely, the people are gore » 4þ4þ. Fer?” 
aSfar in harming Prophets, as they dare goe without you. Some bam, Zedek7” 
will not heare them , except they may preſcribe to them. -The = 
ep (asthe Father obſerves it, was an abſardity of his time) 7.4 0, 
feede their Shepheards.- Every one that hath the gift of Arrogance ,,, tw 3s 
and Jynorance enough (contrary to an Ordinance of your own) muyivc. 
rakes a liberty of lawleſſe propheſying, and by that prattice (to al 
whoſe eyes a love of Anarchy hath not blinded) propheſtes the 
ruine of this flouriſhing Church 8& State, except your care timely 
prevent it. And what ſcornis everywhere ca by Seftaries. of all 
ſortsnot only upon all the Miniſtery of this Kingdom in generall, 


wer 
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of men;and which 1:t by your Authority, and thereforein equity 
ought to have your prote&Fion 3 you need goe no farther foren+ 
quiry , then che late wholſome diſcovery of the poyſon of Apes 


Vid: Gangren. under the lips of many of them, in the þjſtoricall part of Gangre- 
24.parr 1 ecitz 7:4, What threatning ſpeeches have proceeded from ſome of 
Pag&155- 156» them, ( the true Image of their bloudy thoughts ) are they not 


written in the Records of him to whom vengeance belongetb? T he 
all-ſceing God knows, what arrows and ſwords they continual- 
ly ſpeake, againſt the Prophets of the moſt High : and wemake 
no queſtion will one day retort them into their own breaſts. 
Thus far they goe,and farther they would proceed, no que- 
ſtion, ( orellſe they ſtrangely degeneratefrom their Grandfires 
of Munſter ) if you would -. ſleepa little , and let them ply 
the Kings a while without contreule. But God forbidthatthey 
ſhould ever proceed ſo far as to perſwade you to enable, or ſuf= 
fer them to a& what they have in their thoughts , againſt thoſe 
without whom, neither they, nor your ſelves, hadever bad the 
common enemy at ſuch a lift, as (God be bleſſed ) you now bave. 
1 beſeech you pardon me this Chara&er,and (ſeeing 'tis a playſi- 
ble Argument, which you have more then once bin urged wich- 
all for favour to the rabble.of all ſorts of Sefaries, tominde you 
of the good ſuch and ſuch have done for you and the Kingdome, ) give 
meleave alittle to reflef upon the advantages, which by the 
means of the Miniſtery the Lord hath brought to the great worke. 
[ ſhall ayno more, but this. That the people offered them- 


ſelves fo willingly to your aſſiſtance, that they contributed their 


eſtates ſo liberally, that they have adventured their lives ſo vali- 
antly, that they have borne the length , and chances of Warre fo 
patzently, adbered to you ſo conſtantly , that the City hath aſiſted 
ſo cordially, that our Brethren came to our aſſiſtance ſo readily, 
nay (let me add) that your owne bearts have been kept up ſo reſo- 
lately ; the main meanes under God, (I dare ſay) hath been the 
concurrence of the faithfull Prephets of God with you, in this 
worke. Far from my breaſt be the thought that they ſhall ever 
have cauſeto ſay with their Saviour : For which of theſe good 
works do you ſtone us ? Nay, 1 hopethat you will oneday ſtop 
thoſe blacke mouths that raile at them , andpuniſþ thoſe that de» 


ſpightfully uſe them. 
I beſeech 
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I beſeech you that you will make ſome exemplary for rai- *The 0rdinice 
ling at our Calling ; and therein vindicatean Ordinance of f97 9747narzon 
your own ; (a) ſeeyour own Ordinanceput in execution , for */* = _ 
the ſecuring of our Pulpits from the ſarprizall of every inſo- Wk. _— 
lent mechanick;help us againſtthe evil ſpirits of theſe days,that £4rifi nomine 
ſteale from us (as Auſtin complaines) our new-borne children, ſeducunt z jam 
ere they can goe alone, and tor the ſervice of their own be!l:es, 27 ipſius Chris 
make merchandize of their ſoules. (b) Helpe us againſt thoſe M0 THOOen 
ſeeds-men of the evill one that creepe into houſes, and ſow G fo jnvenions 
tares, Where *tis not in OI (though never ſo watchfull) divitias ſuas- 
ro prevent them. Supprelſe thoſe ſet private meetings , in Avg. 13- cont- 
which theſe Feroboams Prieſts vent their Myſtery of Iniquity : Mani; © . 
andwhich they in divers places of this Kingdome altogether 7; _ _ 
againſt the mind, and without the knowledge, and privity of views x8) 
the Paſtors, and at the time of publique Ordinances, frequent, jwas byue 
and maintaine. Conlider I pray you what the Father ſaith in a 7@ Yoruanvae 
like caſe; deſiring the Magiſtrate to ſuppreſſe Apollinarizs his - a7. Orat- 45: 
meetings. Hee pofitively affirmes: that if they permitted ſuch fs «47+ Orat- 
Schooles of Errours, againſt their judgment , ( for whatever ua ew im- 
ends of policy) it were in effe&ttoproclaim their tenets orthodox, 96v «, porget» 
yea more orthodox then their own © ; and either they mat know 4 xAzout,vyc 
their etrours , and permit them, or thinke them truths, Gs infra 

. . &70TE&7T}0 £4495 
and not embrace them 3 either of which] know not how a 6 yy;or 
a good Conſcience can brooke. Tt is a matter of great moment ® maeuſ 
(faith Nazianzen) to reſtrain men from murther, and puniſbfor a- ume Tis e&yi- 
duitery, but "tis more to make lawes for the ſpreading and:preſerving 4 Te!edbs, 
Religion, to bl:ſſe a people with ſound doFrine. Truly (as hegoes on) 7 79 2D 
the words of a Miniſter are not able to do ſo much, in conteſting for Ld : 
fundamentall truths [even for th2 boly Trinity it ſelfe, as he in- »yu&;:200745, 
ſances in that place ]as the commands of the Magiſtrate 3 if hee by 6&v &mSi; Tis 
authority ſtop the mouths of thoſe that are ſicke of ſuch bereticall infe- Nezouevotss 
ion, if be belps thoſe that are perſecuted by them, if be.reſtraine the as ie oat 
murtberers of ſoules, and keep poor ſoules from being murthered Þ,his bo —_— oe 
interpoſing may likely bz a m2an=s effe&uall, andpoarvec'u'l to prrevecu 24- 
that purpoſe. But eſpecially look to it that there may bee no 2 dt s + ow 
cauſe given from any carriage of any of you; to make faithful! a] idv ONE 
Miniſters thinke, plaine truch will not bze as welcome to We't- 2 dag | 
minſter now as heretofore, conſidering that you have ſo much wk 
caute 
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cauſe to thanke God, that in this great worke you have had ſo 
miny plaine dealing Preachers about you , who have beenein- 
ſtramentall to keepe up your ſpirits in the loweft times, & have 
continually advijed you to thoſe wayes which God hath bleſ- 
ſed with ſo much ſuccelle, eſpecially in the point of the Cove- 
nant, in the quarrel! whereof you have ever ſince the day you 
tooke it (for the moſt part,conſtantly) proſpered ; and contide- 
ring too,that ſome that have Printed ſedicious, and traiterous 
' Libels againſt you.are yet (as to any publike notice) unpuniſhed, 
one of them though queſtioned and in trouble , got too 
ealily off. 

Conſiderl beſeech you, God hath now wonderfully proſ- . 
pered you ,. and your Cauſe: Sure, there is no man will beſo 
wicked as to perſecute his Miniſters in token of thankefulneſſe ts bim, 
If there be, let him conſider what God faith to his own pevple, 
whenthey bragged, God had delivered them to do all manner of a- 
bominations, Jer.7.10.12.14415,16. Neither will any (I hope) 
be ſo unmindfaull of his Covenant (however ſome equivocate in 
itgroſſely ) as to tolerate thoſe who mu't needs (according to 
their Hereticall and Schiſmaticall Principles) out of miſtaken 
conſcience perſecute Miniſters (as Chriſt ſaith ſome ſhould his 
Diſciples) and think they therein do God ſervice. What ſucceſs God 
hath given an handtull > them ( among many thouſands of 0 

therwiſe minded) in the Army ,. I hope ſhall be no ſtronger plea 
for an An:iminiſteriall, and bereticall, then it is for the ſcanda- 
lous and profane party ; with which theſe, and all Armies (eſpeci- 
ally among the ordinary ſouldiers) muſt needs abound, & who 
have had as large band too in their ſucceſſes. | 
1am ſure, by the Covenant you may as lawtully ſuffer both, 
' Vide Maſter as either. I know there are thoſe here in this City, that would 
Burroughs lie* faine take an Argument from theſucceſſes that God hath given 
mcum: p- 139* to his owne cauſe, in-the hands of differently affeCted perſons, to 
ſet God in the head of an beterogeneous body,made up of as diffe- 
ring members, as Nebuchadnezzars Image was of differing me- 
talls, I meane a party made up of all kinds of Sefaries. I hope 
they will conſider how the Cavalliers ſped , when upon their 
ſucceſſes, they blaſpbemouſly vaunted, that God was turned Caval- 
© ſrer; endthereby be perlwaded to beware , how they (as laſ- 
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phemouſly) thinke, he is now turned SeFary. 

Honourable Patriots give mee pardon for this digreſſion in 
point of Method, Iaske none in point of matter. Nor indeed is 
it ſo altogether improper here. I am fully convinced, it con- 
cerns you as nearly as the Text concerns y_ 3 ſeeing you can- 


not harme Prophets more , then by making the per/ecution of 


them legall; which you muſt needs do, if you make a Law to 
tolerate thoſe wayes, whole principles ie” involve it. 

I ſpeakenot for idle, ignomnious, or ſcandalous Minilters thae 
are called Minitters in opprobrium Miniſterii, ſuch as drive the 
bloody trade of damning ſoules. Away to the dunghill with ſuch un- 
ſavory ſalt. They nay be employed any where cheaper to the 


Stare that employes them , then in the Pulpir. Let their lot be junt, guia me- 
ſo much the beavier , by how much they ſhould have beene better /7ores non ſunt, 


then they are, ſeeing they are ſo much the worſe, (as Salvian ſaith 
in another caſe) becauſe they are no better, who ſhould have been bet- 
ter. (I conld wiſh they had not too many Patrons among thoſe, 
who thinke the continuing them , will ſo corrupt our governe- 
ment, as to _ a greater reſort to their ſeparated Congregations.) 
I thinke I ſpeake thethoughts of all the godly Miniſters in the 
land, they will beſo far from charging you with harming Pro- 
phets for puniſhing, and putting out theſe, that they will thinke 
;þt, then freeing them 
from ſuch botches of that honourable calling. | 

Thoſel plead for, arethe faithful, Orthodox, able, and conſci- 
entious Paſtors. Uſe them well , as you love yourſelves, and 
the Kingdome , which. I am confident (if they periſþ from the 
Land) will not long ſurvive them. 

And now a word to you of the City, and all that feare God, 
and heare me this day. The Lord be bleſſed, you have (for the 
moſt conſiderable part of you) been the ſhields and tucklers of the 
Prophets. And beyou ſo itill. My Text hath a charge for you 
roo. Ihope you ſee how the Prophets Intereſt and yours are 
intwiſted each within the other. You cannot but know how 
ſoon Munſters calamity followed the perſecution of of its Mi. 
niſters. You know how a community of propheſying there uſh- 
ered ina community of eftates , and plurality of Wives : and 
when their new-come Prophets _ altogether expelled, - wt 
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feed their ſtanding Preachers ; *rwas not long ere they fell 

to cut the throats, aud rifle the houſes of the wicked ; that 

is, all thole that had not loſt their Religion and their Wits like 

2 F/ejd. lib. 5. themſelves. Sleyden tells ns that Thomas Muncer the fire-brand 

Com-Huc(ſcil: of Germany in its firſt Reformation,began thoſe Combaſtions 

Alfeeram ub! \,,, preaching againſt Lu ; and cutting out a middle way be- 
comme ravit . 

7 F.cepit doces Ewen himand the Pope,to make Luther as odious on one fide, 

primum n»-m As the Pope on the othcr fide *. And a little after in Munſter 

Jum adverſus *rwas voted an Ace beyond him, that of the two falſe Pro- 


þ ontificem Ro- phets the Pope and Luther, Luther was the worſt b. And what 


manumsſed 7 cre the lifter opinions unto this; and into what confuſi- 
um gquogue 


Luth:rum;u- On they quickly reduced the whole City and Countrey by 
erinſeue dofri- decyying the Magiſtrates as much , the ſame Hiſtorian abun- 
nam eſſe vitio- dantly relates. Sure , that Generation hath hitherto had 
ſam 4 7Mp#- like god will to both Civill and Fecleſiaſticall power. 1 cannot 


dT _ but take notice that Mr.* Tombes inhis late examination of Ma- 
Comm. Luthe: fter Marſhall's S-rmon, ( though hedeny the neceſſary depen- 


rum etiam & dance of the reſt of thoſe Myncerian and Munfterian miſcarria- 
Pontificem Rv- ges, upon the opinion of Antipedobaptiſme, in which point 
manum a7unt Maſter Marſhall hath anſwered ſufficiently,yet) taking occa= 


anger lion to Jay downe ſome reaſons upon which it may ſeem no 


um tamen at- wonder, it was ſo accompanied in thoſe dayes : among the 
tera deterio- reſt, he alledgeth their want of a regular Miniftery : and hence I 
rem) believel may be bold to argue thas far;that whatever Sets are 
© But t 19 enemies foa regular Miniſtery(as moſt of the Seftaries in Eng- 


maruvaile that - . Ws Y 
whenmengrow /4nd ar2, and molt Anabaprifts of any ) "tis no wonder if they: 


into Se#s ſuch bring themſelves, and thzplaces where they are,into ſuch tur- 
things happens 
oſpecially when the Reformation of an abuſe is denyed in an orderly Synodicall way. | In 
which yet ( referring ro Munſter ) Maſter Tombes ro excule the Anabaptiits,wirhour Autho= 
riry, croſseth the Hiſtory thar $/zydenrelts us, [.10- that before the Magiſtrates of Munſter 
expelled them, by a Decree they allowed rhema diſpine before them with the Miniſters, 
which asthe place wou'd permit was an orderly Synodica'l way ; and afterwards offered 
them another, before learned;and able Moderators, which Rorman refuſed ] and the per- 
ſons that ſe2h_it declaimed againſt, accuſel, and arcurſed, and perſecuted as Schiſmaticks, 
and Hereticks, and unlearned an1 fatious men, |_ marke theſe words ; this is the plaine 
ſtate of moſt of our Seftaries in England ] joyne with a diſcontented party far fmmi ſter ends, 
fo that the men that hold an opinion have no regular Miniſtery,nor orderly meetings to debate, 
or conclude of things among themſelves 3 and to agree upon a confeſſion of their DoFrine 
20 bz by all evouched. Tombs Examin. page 24+ Set. 5. 
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bulent, and Antimagiſtraticall pradtiſes. And truely, tis no 
wonder to me, when I conſider that the Principles of their en- 
mity to Miniſtery will eaftly be improved to an overthrow of 
Magiſtracy. 

Heare it I beſeech you, all you that love order ; and believe 
it Citizens, ( whoſe Government hitherto hath been your Glo- 
ry) according to theſe mens principles , ( as farre as they are 
pleaſed to diſcoverthem)you have no greater ſecurity for your 
ſword, or ſeat of Fultice, for your Chaines and Scarlet, then wee 
have for our Coats or our Palpits. And ſure in their uſuall way 
of arguing , from a pretended flaw in our Calling, to a ſcorn 
of our Defrine, a ſurprizall of our Office, and a perſecution 
of our Perſons ; though they doe not mention you in their 
premiſes,yet they may in the Conclyfion ; ( 'Tis ordinary with 
theic Sophiſtry, to bring more in the conclaſfion then is in the 

remiſes) and ic will goe hard with them, if when they have 

gun with the Minifter,they do not end with the Magiſtrate, 8 
when they have made the Miniſter gcod man Prieſt,they will bid 
faire to make my Lord, Mr. Major ®. For let any man tel] me in 
ſober ſadnes,whether by the F/arrant,which they pretend from 


* And how pro» 
bable this 7s 


ſee the difpn- 


ration recorded 


x Pet.4.10.they may not as wel make themſelves Mayiſtrates,as in Gangrend- 


they conclude themſelves Preachers. I know not if a mans 
ſole gifts authorize him to teach (though not by vertue ofany 
office, yet out of charity ; as they diſtinguiſh molt abſurdly,as if 


2. Part-p- 17+ 
where the A- 
nabapriſticall 
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Charity would beare a man out in doing aQts of office, with- /orded the 


out a Commiſſion) way they may not be as charitable to rhe 
Lord Major and Court of Aldermen,as to us; eſpecia'ly ſeeing the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to every man to profitwitiall : 
& ſure there isa gift of Governig,as well as a giftof Prophecying. 
And let any man againe reſolve me whether if [Be not Lords 
over Gods Heritage | exclude us from all power in the Churc'; 
Call no man Maſter upon earth;and; Dare an; of you goe to Law be- 
pe an Infidell , and not before the Saints | doe not ſhut you out 
from any in the State as well ; eſpecially when they ſhall vote 
you Infidels (as the Anabaptiſts have mo#f of yon already in ef- 
fet) and your Government to be after the manner of the na- 
tions 3 as they. haveus. Anticriſtian, and our government tyran- 
E 2 nicall. 
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nicall. Adde to this, that your governement in your Families 
hangs inthe ſame ſtring ; and why your ſervants may not take 
upon them to be your Maſters when they pleaſe, that is, when 
they are perſwaded they have a gift of governing better then 
you, I know not,if the former Argument be ſound : at leaſt, 
why not refuſe to call you Maſters, if the latter be valid. 

Conſfider I beſeech you Citizens ; you have borrowed from 
the whole Kingdom the choyſeſt Fewels they have. I believe you 
ſee, they will be called away front you faſt enough , now the 
Countrey is open againe : if upon their departure , you have 
a famine of the week it will perhaps be a vexation of ſpirit to 
you to remember, if (which God forbid) you ſhould entreat 
theſe Joſepbs ill while you have them , whom God hath ſent 
before to ſtore you , perhaps againſt ſuch a time. 

Sure it concernes yeu neerely to take that care for them 
which the Apoſtle Pay! chargeth his Corintbians to take for 
Timothy, 1 Corinth.16.10. that they may bee among ycu without 
feare 3 that no man deſpiſe them. Ler them have n@ cauſe to come 


*7atra Cartha- plaine of London, as Salvian doth of Carthage : The Athenians 
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and Ljcaonians themſelves would beare Paul; But in Carthage 
(faith he) ſuch ſervants of Godcannot bee ſeen in the ſtreets with= 
out reproaches. Let not ſuch uſages be eſteemed no perſecuti- 
on , becauſe 'tis not Man-flaughter; and faithful) Minifery the 
leſſe Martyrs , becauſe they are not murthered. Truely, that 
things are not come to that height, *tis not-becauſe the Perſe- 
cutors are not h{oudy enough, but becauſe they are not Potent 


& occiſt ſun— enough 3 and this kindneſſe is not the mens, but the Lawes 2. 
ſedin Urbe My Lords, Commons, Citizens, Brethren, ail that heare 
zlla, nontam me this day ; doe you thinke you have any greater Intereſt 
_— # then your Religion? I amſure you ſbouldnot ; Ihope youdoe 
[od te cat 42 not. Youarebid to contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered 
Salv- to- the Saints Þ. As you Tove Religion: look to the uſage of 
Another ad* Gods Prophets. Wereit not for them I know nor, ( things 
dreſse to all Having been carried as they have ( that Iſayno more ) by 
pn. meu ſome of the C;vill and Martial! power ) how many Articles 
ants of our Faith hadremained unqueſtioned by this time. Neither 
» Judes doe Tknow yet, whether intheir private Congregations by 


ſome 
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ſome or other, they be not all und:#rmined. I have cauſeto be- 
lieve moſt are. But ſure, that they yet dare not outface the light, 
*tis no ſmall fruit of the labours of the orthodox Prophets. Sure 
hadour Pulpirs (through our default) beene as open to them, 
as (by the faulc of others) the Preſſes have, you had ſcarce ( as 
far as ſome could prevaile to rob you of them) had, lett you, a 
God, a Chriſt, an boly Gbeſt, a Word of God, a Sacrament,nay (you 
had been ſo far from being allowed to be Chriſtians, that ) you 
had been denyed to.be Men, and been unreaſsnablyſcoft at fornot 
renouncing your ſoules. 
Nay theſe 8&2 Serve, theſe depths of Sathan are not yet 
ſounded to the bortome. They do not yet tell you when they will 
leave robbing you. The innumerable incomprebenſible Reſerve of 
New-light is the. Gyges ring, by meanes whereof they walke in a 
cloud at noon-day, and keep their principles inviſible *. To day E” 
they ſit with us and judge with us , if the great drivers ef the deſigne, * Quoridie He- 
and leaders of the rabble ſo guide them : to morrow they ſit > and vote yt _— 
againſt us, if the wind turn 3 and (which is worſe) are not «ſhamed Deniq; ſvir 
to ſay and unſay before the ſame Auditors Þ. &c. Duo teneam wul- Eccleſtaſticus . 
tus mutantem Protea nodo? Thus they ſbift tenets continually leſt de Seripturis ee 
you ſhould take hold of them; and when-you thinke you have —— 
them at an advantage,.they ſtep aſide behind ſome equivocation gs, & Series! 
orother , and leave a cloudin your Armes in ſtead of that you ris ſan#is coar= 
graſpedat. Nor is this liberty taken only in-things of ſmal con= 84277 e05, ſta- 
cernment, and of an indifferent nature. Here is the danger z and 7 7e9%7Hnt 
tbe wonder of it. There are as many Faiths abroad as fancies, ſo ma- yo—_—_— . neg 
ny Faiths as deftroy all faith 3 yea,concerning Gold himſelf, every year, reperiant. Non 
nay every moneth begets a new Creed, the new undermines the olde ©, querunt quo- . . 
How (beloved) can you think it ſate for Religion now; to part _— alventury 
with your orthodox Prophets, that bold faſt the forme of ſound Do- ” — y' a 
Frine, and have learning enough to confute theſe gainſayers 3 for pr. EE 
arabble of bortomleſſe opinions, and opinionilts: the workings » Elegy 
guvbeover x; 
duihtor dy rw phgemry 01. 20mret * avgror dulifigerar x) axlidtGar Hay Fwvrabey of 
__ Ke 75 Juviralov, 7015 aviors ypupera may ivariuy digazrais. Naze 
at- 32- 
, Periculoſum vobis atq; etiam mirabile eſt tor nunc fides exiſtere, quot voluntater, Cre 
Sic plurime ceperunt eſſe fides, ut nulla ſitz imo vero annue, menſtrueqz de Deo fides de- 
eernunturznovis ſubvertuntur vetera»&c-Hilar-lib.ad Conſtantium & Confſmpy: de Arian. 
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of whoſe fancies are as reſtleſſe, and more unhounded and irregu- 
lar, then the vaſt Ocean , which hath its confines of motion ap= 
pointed, and an Huc u{g; to put a ſtop $0 its proud waves, ? 
By this I hope you ſee how greatly your felves, nay Re- 
ligion it ſelfe, are Hntereſted in the uſage of your Pairors and 
Gods Prophets. | 
dn Aopieitic And now I had done, had 1 not cauſe to thinke ſome cavil- 
for the vindica- ving ſpirits, wovid thin ke to receive the charge in the Text, & 
ion of our Mi- yet fave themſelves barmleſſe by queſtioning the application , as 
nitery againſt not belonging to the Miniſters of this Church 3 whom they will 
the common . oe own as men commiſſioned by God, but Emifſaries of Antichriſt, 
cavill thar ts 
Antichriftianz 474 therefore unlawfully called. 
bene wit I could in the firlt place (but that the obje&ers and they in 0- 
had our Ordi- ther things agreeſo well, that in this , there js little hope they 
nation irom will fall out ) ſet them and the Papifs by the eares about it. How 
Prelates: ſfaich the Jeſuite 3 are our Miniſters true Miniſters or no? No 
(faith he) for they have not a calling from the univerſall Biſhop.And 
how ſay you now Maſter Anabaptiſt, are our Miniſters true Mi- 
niſters or-no ? No (faith he) for they are ſent Ly the Pope of Rome, 
and ſo Anti-cbriſtian. Friends agrec an ong yourſelves, what to 
obje, and we wil anſwer you both together ; or feltaut among 
yourſelves, and you will an/wer one anotber. But ſure as long as 
you ſtand thus sppoſite in your afſertions,one muſt ye, and (be- 
cauſe the world know's not which) they will caſt the lye at a 
venture, and truly. ſpeake it bandſomer , and call it equivocation 
or mentall re/ervation, , and you are bothtoo well werſed in it to. 
diſowne it. 
The weftics Buc] ſhall ſpeake a few words to the cavill itſelfe, and but a - 
eto few For Iremember this is a Sermon,not a Treatiſe. To cleare 
the Parliament ©his particular , the ground. of my exhortation to.you, ( my 
from their own Lords and Gentlemen) I ſhall not need. Iwill riot thinke you 
Ordinance for have ſet forth any thing as the reſult of both Houſes debates, 
ordination of which you were not fully ſetled in. Nor will I thinke you are 
Ky gy ſo given to. change, as to difavowr that now:, which youhave- 
2.1644 In apubliqueeditackrowledped: I read your ſenſe of this Que- 
4 {iion. in your Ordinance for Ordination,, where in- the Preamble . 
you aſſert, That. no man. ought 10.take upon: him: the off ice of a-Mini- 
jter untill be te lan fully called, and ordained thereunto 3 that this Or- 
dination, 
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dination, ( that is, an outward ſolemn ſetting apart of perſons for te 
office of the Miniſtery in the Church by preaching Preſbyters ) is an 
Ordinance of Feſus Chriſt. That thoſe who have been formerly ordai- 
ned by Biſhops, ( (ezing that aftion was performed by them as Preſby- 
ters, with the Aſſiſtance of other Preſbyters) have an Ordination for 
ſubſtance valid, and not to be diſclatmed by any that have received it. 

So that *tis the ſenſe of both Houſes, that our Ordination ( as 


| by Biſhops, the medium by which the Anabaptiſts proveus An- 


tichriſtian) is notwithſtanding according to an Ordinance of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt for ſubſtance , and conſtitutes us Miniſters of the Church of 
Chriſt, and capable of giving a like miſſion to others. What there- 
fore concerns you in the application of the charge in my Texc, 
your own Ordinancefaſtens o1 you , and I hope ic ſhall never 
witneſſe againſt you. I perſwad? my ſelfe , ſeeing you acknow + 
Jedgens Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo Goſpell Prophets,to 


and ] *e undurify - 


Argument. If theſe Miniers be not 4poftles to others , yet they Diſcoveri 


To others who thus argue, our Miniſtery is derived from An- them) in ſoob- 
tichriſt , that is, in their meaning, from Biſhops inſtalled by i-&ing. 


him, and *tis therefore Antichriſtian 3 although the conſequence Queſtioning 


the conſequece 
of the argu- 
ment. 


this. And anſwer : Ss | . Queſtioning © 
The Antecedent cannot be proved,and "ds only an af fi rMations A. amecedent 
tat upon good 


grounds, 
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that our Minifſtery though confegued by Biſhops, was derived 
from Antichriſt. And it may be probable enough, and as pro- 
bable(T am ſure) asany thing they can bring to the contrary ; 
(which is enough to invalidate this Argument) that (though 
for ſome ages palt , it were granted, that Biſhops inveſted - 
Popes, have hon the Ordainers, and the Miniſtery hath had its 
ſacceflion from them) that there vvas Chriſtianity in Eng- . 
land long before Popery ; and the Miniſtery then may be ſaid to 
be derived from beyond Popery ; and *evvill be queſtionable vvhe- 
ther even thoſe Popilh Biſhops did all or any of them originally 
receive their Preſbyterſbip from Rome , or from that ſucceſſion ; 
though they received their Epiſcopacy from Rome. 

Belides, ſecondly , this Argument will caſt as ſtrong jea- 
Showing _ loafies upon the calling of all the preſent Miniſterie of all the 
miſchietes 1's Reformed Churches , ſeeing Popiſh Ordainers haveat one time 
wi. or another interrupted the Order of Apoſtolicall ſucceſſion , and 
x. As ftronga then it will inferre , that-at preſent in all, and in moſt of 
ground of ſuſl- them for ſome ages, there hath been no Miniſterie ; and ſo 
« pang no lawfull Ordinances : and by the ſame Reaſon ( as farre 
Ps Chrif. as we know the extent of Chriſtianity in the World) wee 
an world arthis May argue in like manner, ſeeing Antichrift hath had his 
rime. claw in every corner of it at onetime or another as it is more 
then probable. And ſo Chrifts Promiſe to bee with Tea- 
chers and Baptizers ( who muſt have a lawfull call to make 
them capable of that promiſe) to the end of the World, would 
atthis time, ( there being no lawfull called Teachers and 
Baptizers ſuppoſed inthe world; by this Argument) belittle 

better then concluded a falſehood. | 
>. A roadway  Againethirdly, I know not what ſhould ſtop theſe men 
ro Anabaps from Anabaptiſme, or Sebaptiſme, if they be not infefted yer ; 
tiſme, Seeking» or Seeking if they be, that thus objeft. For I take their 
andrhat in 7#* ſappoſition , and thus argue ; either the Baptiſme which 
A they received from this Miniſtery was valid, or null ; if valid, 
they deſtroy their poſition, that our Miniſterie is unlawfull 
(for no af of office (as adminiſtring a Sacrament ): can bee 
valid from one thatis not a lawfull Officer, ) and I anſwer as 
the. Father in a like caſe, I acknowledge this Miniſterie upon 
| the 


Came 


erived 


S pro- 
trary 3 


1ough 
ted - 
1ad its 


| Eng- . 


aid to 
vvhe- 
gznally 
eſſion ; 


g Jea= 
[1 _ 
e time 
5 and 
oft of 
ind (© 
 farre 
) wee 
d his 
3 more 
1 Tea- 
make 
would 
's and 
e little 


e men 
dyect; 
their 
which 
valid, 
lawfull 
in bee 
wer as 
e upon 

the 


of States and Kingdomes. 33 


——_—— 


the ſame grounds upon which they owne thoſe that are Baptized 

by. it. And they prove them lawfull Miniſters by admitting theſe , ATLnciferian 
whom they have Baptized. *. If invalid ; then they mult bee ;, brought in 
baptized againe , if they will keep any Churci-fellowſhip 3 and by Hierome, 
then they muſt either baptize themſelves , ( contrary to the arguing thus. 
Inftitution, and all examples of Scripture ) or be Baptized by S7Ar7an: ns 
others : and how ſhall they bee aſſured of their Calling, or © ſunt;& he- 


- retzc7 Gentiles 
Baptiſme to whom they addrefſe themſelves, ſeeing even ;,,, & 4rian; 


they alſo muſt be faine , either to derive it from one of theſe Genri/es ſunt 3 
Miniſters , or thoſe that were Baptized by them 3 (and ſothe $7 aurem Ari- 


Argument touches them here againe )) or themſelves. ' And 4 Gentiles 


hee that queſtions thus farre isto ſeek, indeed, and may; for a- ; on — 


ny thing I know be a Seeker in infinitum. cietatens Be 

| cleſte eſſe cum 
Arianis, ( i.e. ) cum Gentilibus ; manifeſtum eſt veſtram Eeclefiam que ab Arianisg i. e- 
Gentilibus Epiſcopos ſuſcipit,non tam Epiſcopos ſuſcipere » quam de Capitolio Sacerdotes, - 
ac per hoc Antichriſti magis Sinagogay quam Chriſti Eccleſia debet nuncupari- ( Irepear 
this the more large , becauſe ir expreferh ro the full all the cavills of rheſe dayes agamft 
our Calling and Churches. ) To which the Father znfwers- $i Ariani ( ut dicis) Gen- 
tiles ſunt » Of Arianorum conventicula caſtra ſunt Diabolr; quomodoin caſtris Diaboli Bap» 
tizatum recipis? Of infra- Tu enim Epiſcopum probasyquia ab eo recipis bptizatum-——eaq- 
dem ratione Epiſcopum ab Arianis recipio qua tu recipis baptizatum. -— Quare ergo 
a nobis parietibus ſepararts , cum in fide, & Arianorum nobiſcum receptione conſentias 2 


Hier. adv. Lucif- 


But I forget that this muſt not bee a Treatiſe, but a Ser- 
mon : onely this I have added to ſtop the mouthes of ſome 
that perhaps would have ſhifted all the reſt off from their 
backs,if they had miſſed it. 


Toreturne to you ( beloved) and end in a few words : I Concluſion. 
beſeech you doe not onely not 'barme your Minifters, but en- 
COuUrage them,andafſiſt them. You have Covenanted, not ONeE=, 
ly to root out all Errour , Hereſies,: Schiſane , .Prophaneneſſeg&c: 


\ butto aſſiſt all that doe ſo.' » Aſiſtyour Miniſters, -whoſe maine 


worke it is. They have well ed' you the 'way,'{ yon of 'the 

City eſpecially ) by repreſenting the evills of Toleration ; ſecond” 

themin this, 5 2 
F * Petition. 
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Petition for renewing the Ordinance for Ordination , that 
you may have a greater ſupply of ſuch Prophets , and ſuc- 
ceſſion:t00. - | 


Vt ſmili frondeſcat virga metallo. | 
Seill ſeekgout and puniſh irregular Aſſemblies, and ſediti- 


ous Preachers and Prattiſers, and feare notthe Bug-Beare word 
of Pepſecuting Saints, when they are out of the way of 
Szints. This doe, And the good band of the LOR D hee 
upon you for good. -If rhis Exbortation bee any way bcneficiall, 
I have my. end, let Cod have the Glory; if not, Ihavedone my 
Duty ; and if Prophets fare ill, after ſuch a warning,by the pra- 

curing, or negle of any of you , who ever yoube that 

' that beard, or reade, this Sermon; I affure | 

- my {ele it will bee a record 
againſt you, 


FINIS. 


Eader, ſeeing the Author, by reaſon of his diſtance from Londen, and 
LY abſence from the preſſe, thereby -occafioned , cauld nor be afore-hand 
with the Printer in preventing fome miſtakes, he is forced ro ſer theſe after- 
hand ingimations heer,gf to prevent thine. | , 
Pape T: Branch the Analyſis according to the ſence, (ſome particulars be- 
ing miſcartryed by the reference. p+ 5-at | Takes?5c-] 11 duld hee inferred 
that which p. 7,8. is ſo incloſed |. ]-p- 8- conceive the quotation in the 
Margin above the 7bidem. p-17 . dele with. |. 11. p.28.r-uſage ; ir, Mints 
ſers. p- 29- undermined. p- 3 2-1: 1- r- conferred. infr. lawfully called. 
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Eader, thou art preſented with Apples of Gold, 


in Pictures of Silver; a Treatiſe in Vindication 
of theMiniſtrie, from baſeafperfions daily caſt 
upon their Perſons, their Calling, Itis no great mat- 
ter to us tobe accounted the filth of the World, the 
off- ſcowring of of all things ; the Apoſtles were ſo, 
and Chriſt our Maſter; But there isno ſmall wy 


totheeto accountus ſo : Tf'it be the great Intereſt of” 


States to protect the Saizts ; it is of farre greater 
concernment to doe the Prophets no harme. Theſe 
things were preached, now printed, not to ſhame, 
but warme thee. 


Imprimatur, 
Ja: CRANEFORD. 
Sempt. 7. 1646. 
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